A Place to Start – What Presbyterians Believe
- We as Presbyterians are guided by the practices of the apostles and by those of the sixteenth-century Protestant Reformers (Martin Luther and John Calvin) who stressed an idea called the priesthood of all believers which said all believers were to be ministers and interpreters of Jesus Christ. Equal access through JC; we all are called.  
- We observe two Sacraments: Baptism which celebrates our entrance into the family of God, and the Lord’s Supper (or Communion) which celebrates Christ’s constant resurrection presence among us. 

- We believe in every person’s dependency on God’s grace.  We are all stuck in the sinking sand of sin and only with God’s grace can we work against our own sinful nature.  We are saved by grace rather than good deeds.  Our salvation is a generous gift to us and not the results of our own accomplishments. 
- Presbyterians are committed to seek complete justice for all persons. Love without justice is not love. We believe that God is calling us to reshape human life, to mend the broken places of this world, to save the earth from suicide.  Therefore we engage ourselves in ministries that see, feel and hear the despair and hurt of our world and work to help and change the causes of the problem. 
- All things are to be done decently and in order. We place authority in groups elected by people and we do a great deal of voting.  We have a representative form of gov’t. The local church is under the leadership of the Session, which is made up of elders who lead and make decisions for the church.  Each elder is elected to a three year term. The word “Presbyterian” is from the Greek word presbyteros, which means “elder”.

- We believe that all things begin and end in God. God will prevail over sin.  Sin will be defeated. God is using our efforts to build toward this amazing future.    
A Few Fun Facts About Presbyterians
· King George called the America Revolution "the Presbyterian Revolution" because so many Presbyterian ministers were influential in starting and supplying American independence. The only Christian minister to sign the Declaration of Independence was Reverend John Witherspoon, a Presbyterian.
· Woodrow Wilson, Ronald Reagan and Abraham Lincoln are among the 8 Presbyterian presidents of our country. 

· Sam Walton, of Wal-Mart fame, was a Presbyterian. 

· "Presbyterian" refers to our form of government – "presbyter" is the New Testament word for "elder," so we are a church led by elders! 

· Presbyterians were at the forefront of the civil rights movement. The speaker at the March on Washington who preceded Martin Luther King, Jr. was the then-leader of the Presbyterian Church.  His name was Eugene Carson Blake and he was the stated clerk of Presbyterian Church at the time. 
· Presbyterians value education very highly. There are over 80 Presbyterian-related colleges in the United States, including Wooster College (Wooster, Ohio), Hanover College (Hanover, Indiana), and University of Dubuque (Iowa). 
