Covenant: A Pretty Big Deal 

Name some of the different kinds of contracts (legal, social, etc) that we enter into in our society. (example: A portion of our taxes go to pay our police and fire departments.  We have entered into a contract with the police and fire folks so we will be protected.)  
What happens when we break these contracts? 

Establishing the Covenant

The Covenant between God and creation is unlike any contract that we make on earth.  

Read this passage from Genesis 9:8-17: 

8 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9‘As for me, I am establishing my covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.’ 12God said, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.’ 17God said to Noah, ‘This is the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.’

Who sets the conditions of the covenant?  Name the parties involved in this covenant. 

What are the requirements for humanity? What are the requirements for God? 

Can a Covenant be broken? 

God’s covenant with Noah was the first of several covenants God makes with Israel. We see a covenant established with Abraham and his offspring in Genesis 17.  God and Israelites also enter into a covenant with God in Exodus ch. 19-24.  However as we all know and can identify with, the Israelites struggled with staying faithful to the Lord.  This brought what the prophets saw as the wrath of God onto Israel. Foreign countries invaded and forced the Israelites into exile.  Was this the end of the story for the Israelites?  Can humans break their covenant with God?  Does punishment mean the covenant is broken?   

Living into the Covenant of Grace  

We, as Presbyterians, believe that salvation come not by any personal performance but by promise.  Peace with God comes only through a mediator, the fulfillment of which is found in the person and work of Jesus Christ. Baptism marks the fact that we are part of this covenant with God. 
