Scripture: Will the Right Interpretation Please Stand Up
A Look at the Subjective 

Imagine a piece of art. One person says “This piece of art is clearly a comment on our wasteful consumer culture.” The other person says “You see all that?  It looks like an ordinary can of tomatoes to me.” 

How we interpret our world and objects in our world is dependent upon our experience, the baggage we bring with us. Think about choosing your child’s name. If you knew someone named David who made fun of you constantly, you will most likely not name your child David because it will bring up bad memories of that person. Meanwhile his wife knew someone named David that was a good and loving friend. We all have different life experiences that shape how we see the world and how we approach things. 
Is this your experience? 

To circumcise or not circumcise? 

Let’s take a look at a situation where two groups interpreted an issue very differently

Acts 15:1-11 describes an account of a visit by Jewish Christians from Judea to the Gentile Antioch. During their stay in Antioch these Jewish Christians taught the Gentile Christians that they could not be saved unless they were circumcised according to the Mosaic law (Lev. 12:3, Joshua 5:9).  This caused a serious controversy between Paul and Barnabas and these disciples from Judea.
· Why was circumcision a controversy? 

· How was the common interpretation of salvation being reinterpreted?  What caused this?
· Notice how the early disciples were reinterpreting their tradition according to their current situation.  

Is there one settled interpretation of the Bible? 

The Bible is not self-evident and self-interpreting, meaning that the Bible is not always clear about how to interpret every text it contains. The Bible requires and insists upon human interpretation that is inescapably subjective, necessarily provisional (temporary) and, as we are living witnesses, inevitably contentious.  How we interpret the Bible can change over time depending on our experiences and current circumstances.  There is no one settled interpretation of the Bible.  

This unsettledness of interpretation is even evident within the Bible itself. Deuteronomy 23:1-8 bans from the community all those with distorted sexuality and all those who are foreigners. In Isaiah 56:3-8, this Mosaic teaching is overturned in the Bible itself. Exclusion in Deuteronomy is countered with Isaiah’s call to inclusiveness. (also look at Deut 24:1-5 and Jeremiah 3, Jesus’ teaching on divorce and Paul’s change in 1st Corinthians 7:10-15). 
Looking at these examples it becomes clear even the Bible reinterprets itself, adding layer upon layer of fresh reading in which God’s own life and character are deeply engaged and put at risk. There is no one voice in Scripture and to only listen to one and silence others distorts the Bible and its power to be reinterpreted in different times and by different people. 

If we grant that interpretation is our binding duty, then it follows that imagination is the vehicle for inspiration. Imagination is a gift of the Spirit used with immense subjective freedom, understand that these imaginative interpretations cannot claim certainty but only tentativeness of our best projection or estimate.

We must also be aware of our desire to interpret the Bible for our own vested interests and realize that we can easily distort the Bible for selfish and self-serving reasons. 

God’s wind blows through and blows past all our critical and confessional catergories of reading and understanding.    
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