Order: Making Sense of Chaos
What’s your order? 

I invite you to place in order the following dinner meals according to your taste: 

Pizza             Fried Chicken              Big House Salad             Hamburger             Sushi             Steak           

After you have made your choices, think about what those choices say about you and your tastes.

How we order things says a lot about who we are.  So let’s look at how God formed the universe.  
Creation out of Chaos  

Examine Genesis 1:1-2:3 where God forms creation out of the formless chaos. 
What does God create first? What does that first creation say about God’s priorities? 

Notice the order of what God creates. Do some of the days seem to match up with other creations on the other days? For example, on the first day God creates light, separation of light and darkness and then later on the fourth day, God creates the Sun, moon, stars and separation of night and day. Do any others that match up like this? 
What seems to be the most important creation? What makes you think it is the most important? 

God’s ordering helps us understand how God relates with creation. 
Presbyterian Ordering: Have you formed a committee yet? 

Presbyterians like to spread the power around. We are weary of instilling in one person too much power over the church mainly due to our belief in humanity’s total depravity.  So we do not appoint bishops or cardinals like other denominations.  Instead, we place power in groups of people. We believe that through a system of checks and balances, we, as a group of people, can discern what God’s will is for the church more clearly than a single leader. So in the Presbyterian government, you are going to see many different groups of people (sessions, committees, presbyteries, etc.) that form the foundation of the Presbyterian Church.  Big decisions are not decreed from on high but voted on at the local level by ministers and elders.  In the same vain of spreading the power around, ministers are not lifted up higher than the office of Elder, an office which any lay person can hold.    
Genesis 1

Genesis

Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

6 And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.’ 7So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8God called the dome Sky. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

14 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. 16God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day. 

20 And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.’ 21So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 22God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. 25God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good. 

26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
27 So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he created them. 
28God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ 29God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

Genesis 2

1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all the work that he had done in creation. 

