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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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                                    Small Things Can Accomplish Big Things

Small things can pack a big punch. A friend of mine used to bring a sour candy named “Warheads” to Sunday School with him every Sunday.  They were very small pieces of hard candy with a thin sour coating on the outside. You could feel the sour in your month by just looking at them. And boy, were they sour!  I wouldn’t be able to taste for several days after eating just a few pieces of this tiny, crazy candy. It always amazed me that such a small thing could be so devastating to my taste buds.

            Living in the land of the Lilly Corporation, we can all attest how incredible it is that such small pills can change the world. They can ease pain, stop germs from growing, reduce fevers, treat cancer, balance mental disorders and help with problems in the heart, lungs, joints, and brain.  You name it they have a pill to help you.   These little pills have a giant impact on the world and have radically improved the quality of life for billions. 

            Finally, look one of God’s smallest insects, the ant.  They are capable of carrying up to 50% of their body weight and have managed to populate literally the entire world (only exceptions being Antarctica). They have a complex colony society, advanced communication using pheromones to find food sources, and build huge nests that consist of underground chambers and a long series of tunnels connecting them.  Researchers have found nests as 62 miles long in Australia.  And yet to us humans, these little creatures are insignificant except when they try to raid our refrigerators. 

           Small things can make huge impacts on the world.  Do you remember Jesus’ parable about the mustard seed? 

 “The Kingdom of God is like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches." 

 

This parable demonstrates that even though Jesus’ ministry appeared to be small and very brief, the seed that was planted will grow into something amazing and wonderful.  This small seemingly insignificant seed transformed into the largest tree in the garden, putting down firm roots and providing shelter for the birds.  



We, as members of Hope Presbyterian, often refer to ourselves as a “small” church.  I believe that we understand the blessing of being “small”, that feeling of a true family gathered together on Sunday morning. We know and love each person in our midst. 



But we often too easily see the negative. We think that we are insignificant or insufficient when we start comparing our church to other churches. We think “we could never do the amazing work the Christian or the Methodist churches are doing, we are too small.” 



To that attitude I say, Get outta here!! We have been blessed with wealth of gifts and talents beyond our wild imaginations.  There are so many mission and ministry opportunities out there right in front of us that could help change the lives of people in this community and in the world.  As we have seen small things can pack a big punch.  God never let small stop him from transforming the world. And neither should we.  We are that mustard seed. Let’s go find some soil and see our roots grow.    In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray                                                        
Hope Church’s Deacons Activities
The "Life Line Screening" event held on August 4th was very successful.  There were 84 people who came to get screened.  Thank you very much if you were one of those people.  Also, thanks to all the Deacons who were there to help that day.

The Deacons are once again sponsoring "Rally Day" on Sunday, September 12th.  There will be a pitch-in luncheon followed by an ice cream social.  The Deacons will furnish the meat, bread and drinks.  We ask all those attending to bring a side dish - NOT dessert as the ice cream will be the dessert.  If you have an ice cream maker and would like to lend it to the church or if you would like making the ice cream yourself please let one of the Deacons know. We had a wonderful turnout last year and hope to have even a better one this year.  We hope you will come and have a wonderful fellowship time with your church family!!

On October 17th the Police and Fire Men and Women and their families will be invited to worship with us as we celebrate their important service to our communities.  There will be a reception for them following the service.  Please come and let them know how much we appreciate all they do for us!!

One of the programs the Deacons sponsor is the "Helping Hands Ministry."  If you would like to be apart of this important ministry please call Shirley Jones at 838-7284.  This ministry includes some of the following:  taking someone to the doctor; bringing a meal to someone in need; bringing someone to church or to a church activity; visiting someone in the hospital; visiting someone in their home, etc.  This is a Ministry that belongs to everyone.  Anyone can initiate help for themselves or for anyone else.  If you have any questions, please call Shirley.        "BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER'S BURDENS

AND SO FULFILL THE LAW OF CHRIST' Galatians 6:2.    WHOSE LOAD CAN I LIGHTEN TODAY?

More Announcements

On September 12th, we will be honoring the members of our Worship Team.  It is Cindy’s 30th Anniversary as our organist. This will be an opportunity to thank those who make Sunday Worship possible.  
The Finance Committee would love to have you speak one Sunday in October about how you have given back to God. We would like 5 speakers to tell a personal story about giving back for the stewardship campaign. Speak with Pastor Gray or Linda Martin. 
 Special Message from Margie & Chuck Maxwell – We would like to thank all those you brought meals to our home following Chuck’s recent hospitalization. 
The Church Office will be closed on Monday, September 6th in honor of Labor Day. Pastor Gray will not be in the office on Monday or Tuesday. He will be in Detroit visiting Anne’s Ukrainian Family.

Hope’s Joyful Hymn Singers 
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Hope Church would love to have you take your place with the choir on Sunday Morning. You don’t have to be a good singer, you just have to be joyful. You will only have to sing the hymns that we normally sing and special bonus is that you get a new perspective of the sanctuary. The sign-up sheet is in the narthex.  
September Birthdays

7th    Mary Petty

8th    Marissa Engel

        Corey Molsberry
10th   Jill Bryant
17th   Ed Hawkins

         Dionne Molsberry

26th   Marilyn Modesitt

30th   Tena Ekeren
September


2010








