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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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                                                              Giving Towards a Vision         

When God gives, look out. It means that we are changed. It means that we have been given something so great, so wonderful we can no longer be the people we used to be.  It means responsibility. In your life, you are given many things. Love, respect, security, desire. These momentary gifts give us reason to keep moving forward, a reason not to give up. Yet none can match that endless grace bestowed on us by our divine father. This grace grants us life, eternal life. When someone gives you a gift it is only right to return the favor. We must return the favor to God. The apostle Paul said in the first letter to the Corinthians “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.” God has given us gifts, it is necessary that we use those gifts to give back to God and to the world. If you think you have no gifts, you are wrong. Everyone has something to give, no one is too old, too young, or too busy to give to God. 

I love this church and I know that you do too.  So it is time for us to start considering how we can joyfully give back to God.  All this month we will be hearing about different ways we can return back to God what is his. And while we most certainly need your financial commitments and hard work to continue the ministry in church, I want you to also seriously consider the best use of these gifts.  What are we as a church called to do? Who are we called to serve?

God has given us a mission and it is time that we begin to carry it out.  It is the same mission that he has given to all of his followers throughout time: SERVE. We as Hope Church need to think about the one or two missions of service that this church can take on and commit our entire soul and being to fulfilling.  What calling from God has been on your heart?  What issue or problem in our community tears at your heart strings? 

We can start small, taking on what we can handle. Then let God lead us to the next step. It may surprise us how generous God will be.  We need your help in discerning where God is calling us.  We need your help is defining the one or two projects that this church can tackle and do well.  This is the vision of service that we must work toward.           

So I ask you to give, because God has given to us. Give because God has a vision for our future. Give because you see God here and without it, your life and my life would not be the same.  God is truly in this place. God has given us the gifts and talents to show others that presence, and that love.  Pray for our church, and pray for God’s call on your life, giving back in anyway that you can.

                                                               In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray                                                        
Hope Church’s Deacons Activities
The Police and Fire Men and Women Sunday which was scheduled for October 17th has been postponed until March 2011.
 

Hope Church is sponsoring a Flu Clinic on Saturday, October 16, 2011 from 11:00AM until 2:00PM.  Anne Williamson will be registering people who come to get a flu shot.  Be sure and bring your Medicare card for insurance purposes.
 

 

We will also take part in the Hendricks County coat drive from October 1st through October 15th.  Please bring new and slightly used coats/jackets to church during that period of time.  There will be a coat rack to hang them on in the Narthex.  We hope to get a lot of coats so that many children/adults will be able to keep warm this winter.
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The United Presbyterian Women of Hope are honored to have the FALL GATHERING of the Whitewater Valley Presbyterian Women on October 9th.  We will be serving a continental breakfast and lunch.  There will be 3 workshops and a worship service.  If you wish to attend please see one of the women of Hope so you can be registered.  The cost for the day is $6.50.  You must register in order to attend.  The deadline for registering is October 5th.  

More Announcements

Pastor Gray will be traveling to Greece, Rome, and Turkey on June 13th. Pastor Gray will be leaving immediately after the service on Sunday June 13th and will return June 24th. Gray will be taking plenty of pictures and plans on having a presentation at church when he returns. 

Hope Church will be hosting a Young Adult Gathering on July. This is a chance for the High School and College-aged folks to gather together at the church and share a meal and fellowship together.  If you are within this age group, we want your presence here.      

Pictorial Directory Update
We have just received word that the pictorial directories will be shipping on October 22nd. This means that we should be receiving them about a week after that date. We are excited about this directory and know you are too so we will be handing them out as soon as possible.  
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October Birthdays
3       Jeanne Ogden

10     Willis Parker

20     Harwood Prince

27     Aud Wilkerson

29     Ginny Daugherty
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