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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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BE PATIENT

Be patient, be patient   Don't be in such a hurry
Be patient, be patient    It only makes you worry
Remember, remember
That God is patient too
And think of all the times that others have to wait for you

              Recently a congregation member here at Hope reminded me of the “Be Patient” song that many of us probably learned in Sunday School at some point. It is an extremely catchy song, maybe even annoyingly so, that asks young children to practice that most difficult of virtues: patience.  Ideally in singing this song, teachers could give themselves precious seconds to continue teaching their Sunday School lesson.  Yet even this brilliant song could not always get a restless 5 year old to hold still for two minutes.

             So this song that we sing to children we often need to sing to ourselves.  There are times when it is just simply too hard to be patient. We want things done now. We are busy people and if things don’t get done quickly we feel like we are wasting precious time. Patience doesn’t fit into our schedules.  Impatience also rears its ugly head when we are frustrated.  We all remember a time where all you want to do is scream out “Let’s go already!!” to the car in front of you who has not seen the green light or to the person digging for pennies to pay for their groceries ahead of you in line.  

I am often reminded of my own need to be patient. I speak when I should listen.  I react when I should take a step back. I want to resolve things quickly when I should allow some time for prayer and consideration.  I imagine what is happening to me now is always the worst thing that could happen to me, having no perspective on how I have managed to get through other trying times.  Waiting can be the hardest thing to do when all you want is to fix everything.  Yet only God can do that.  Having no patience means I only trust in myself, my own actions. It means I am selfish not only with others but with God.  I am reminded of my own need to take a breath, to pray, to center my thoughts on God not myself and my own problems.     

            The Season of Advent is beginning at the end of this month. It is an intentional time of the year where we prepare ourselves to wait for return of Christ.  The return of Christ means the end of pain and suffering, the end of injustice and hatred in the world, the end of sickness and disease. This is something we all are anxious to see happen. We have all seen too much war and death, too much poverty and suffering in our lifetimes. We want Christ to return NOW and make it all better.  God will return, just not on our own personal timeline. God will fulfill his promises to us; we just have to be patient. Patience for God means holding onto hope in the promise; living each day as a thankful prayer to God and giving your life to the service of others. It means taking a breath when things get too hard or too frustrating; taking your time, being intentional about your actions instead of reactionary.  Practicing patience leads us away from selfishness and towards God’s righteous call on our lives.  It helps us to see others not as obstacles in our way but fellow brothers and sisters-in-Christ on the journey.  So be patient with God and with each other, knowing that God is taking care of us and the world now and forever. “Let us not weary in doing good.” Galatians 6:9    
                                                                                                     In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray                                                        
Hope Church’s Deacons Activities
Once again the Deacons will be giving $150.00 to four families for Thanksgiving.  The names of the families will come from the schools as is done each year. 
 

The "Hanging of the Greens" will take place on November 21st.  Following the worship service, lunch will be served and then we will decorate the church for Christmas.  We hope all of the church family will take part in making our church look beautiful for the Advent and Christmas season.  The "Angel Tree" will also be put up that day.  There will be the names of four families put on the tree as soon as we get those names from the school.  
The Board of Deacons wishes all of the Hope Church family a very "Happy Thanksgiving!"
HARVEST DINNER 
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We are once again planning for the Harvest Dinner. It will be held Saturday, November 13th from 4:30 – 7:00 pm. This is an ALL CHURCH event sponsored by the Women of Hope. The purpose of this event is to raise funds for church needs. It is also a great opportunity to help build the church through fellowship and commitment. 

The menu will consist of homemade chicken and noodles, pork loin and dressing and ham. These will be purchased and prepared in the church kitchen. We ask that all other foods be donated: vegetable dishes (a 9x13 pan or enough to feed 20 people), fruit salad, other salads, deviled eggs, dinner rolls, cakes and pies. Please bring cakes and pies to the church on that day between 10:00 am and 2:00 pm. Hot dishes are needed by 3:00 pm. 

The sign-up board is in the narthex. Please sign up for your choice of dish/dishes to bring. Help will be needed for set-up, clean-up, servers and kitchen. Help will also be needed throughout that day. Tickets will go on sale after worship – Adults $8.00, Children $3.50. 

We will be looking for all to get involved even though we are fewer in number than last year. Even if you are unable to do any of the above, we hope you will come and bring your family and friends for dinner. 

In Christian service, The Women of Hope 
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More Announcements                                            

Pastor Gray will be traveling to Louisville for a New Pastors Conference on November 8th. He will return on Wednesday November 10th.  He will also be traveling to Virginia the week of Thanksgiving to spend time with family.  
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We will be finishing our “No Gift Too Small” Stewardship Campaign this month. Please prayerfully consider pledging the mission to the mission of Hope Presbyterian. Pledge cards will be available in the pews and will be passed out on October 31st and November 7th. 
We are approaching the time of Advent
This is a special time within the church year where we as a church await the Christ’s return to this earth marking the end of pain and suffering.  As a congregation, we are called to prepare ourselves for Christ’s return by living out the commandments he has given to us. This should not be considered a time of anxiety but rather one of hopeful expectation.  
November Birthdays

1st Bea Shaffer 
13th John Harvey
17th Lori Hall 
17th Bill Martin 

25th Polly Landis 
27th Bob McGinnis 
27th Janelle Whiteside 
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