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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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Embracing Skinny 
“How many shirts do you have on?”  The terror on my face was visible. They are going to find out! “Three shirts. What? It’s cold out here.” That got them off my case, I think.  “What are you talking about? It’s like 60 out here.”  


My skinny physique was a constant source of insecurity.  I tried to deal with it the best I knew how and that consisted of bulking myself up with extra large t-shirts, flannel shirts, jackets, whatever I could get my hands on. The more layers the better.  It was not unusual for me to have up to five layers of shirts on when I left the house, no matter the season.  I wanted to create the illusion of a bulkier Gray. Unfortunately, my magic trick was not convincing enough for anyone to buy into. Instead of seeing a bulkier Gray they saw a skinny kid with way too many clothes on.


It wasn’t until college that I decided to go out and find clothes that fit me. Finding the right-sized clothes was easy. Embracing my skinny-ness was the tough part. I had persuaded myself into believing the myth that being skinny was a death curse, destined to be laughed at and ultimately ignored.  It was a foolish thought but in those moments nothing seemed more true or real than the story I was telling myself. 


Once I turned away from the attitude that “skinny was bad” I never looked back.  I realized that this was who I was. It was going to bring me down as long as I allowed it.  Dropping the 5-layers of illusion from my life helped people to see me for who I actually was underneath all those yards of cotton polyester blends.


I wonder how we as the church have a negative body image.  For small churches like ours, it is easy to get caught in the myth that “small is necessarily bad.”  When we convince ourselves that nobody will like us because we are small, we often have this “crisis of faith” where try to figure out how we can get more members. We imagine that if we just had a few more people, everything would be better and happier.  In reality, the dissatisfaction is not about new members but rather our own insecurities.  We hear in our heads “We aren’t what we used to be.”


So we try to pretend we are a bigger church, doing all the things big churches do.  In trying to compete, we over-extend ourselves and our resources in a vain attempt at creating the illusion of a “bulkier” church.  We are not Plainfield Christian. We are not Plainfield United Methodist. And we should be happy about that. 


The idea that “small is bad” is just a myth people use to discount the work of God in the small church. Small is a blessing. And small is who we are. God has given this small church amazing gifts that we are called to share with each other and the community.


Like different models of cars, certain kinds of churches are a better fit for people. Some people love being part of an extremely large congregation, engaging in all the programs that are offered. Other people like the intimacy of a small church where they are able to participate immediately and get to know the congregation and the pastor really well. Understanding this distinction, we should continue to embrace who we are because people are looking for a church like ours. Pretending we are something we are not only makes it more difficult for us to proclaim who we are. 


Let’s embrace our identity and see the wonderful blessings God gives us each and every day.  Let’s shed the layers of illusion and proclaim the amazing work God is doing through us.  Let us not over-extend ourselves to appear “big” but focus in on the mission and ministries to which God is calling us.  Love who we are.  
                                                                                                  In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray                                                        
Deacon’s Corner

Hope Pantry News – 

 ·         Pastor Gray was interviewed by the Hendricks County Flyer on the formation and future of Hope Pantry.  This is    great publicity for our Community Ministry.

·         First Collection Day will be held Saturday, April 30 from 9am - noon.  

This will continue the last Saturday of each month.  Get the word out!    If you would like to volunteer one Saturday morning to collect and organize supplies in our Pantry, see Pastor Gray.   We will be giving each contributor a ‘thank you’ card with information about our church in hopes they might find time to visit us.

·         We got it!  Linda Parker and Pastor Gray wrote and applied for a Hendricks County Community Foundation Grant and was awarded $2500to be used for Hope Pantry.  The Pantry committee will be attending a Community dinner on April 28 to be recognized as a Community Project and be given the check.  This is the work of the Lord!

 ·         We have applied for yet another resource for the Hope Pantry…stay tuned for that outcome to be announced soon.

 ·         Many of you have donated items to Pantry…thank you!   Please continue to do so.  It is good to see our shelves filling up.  Next step, to decide… how best to start distributing our items collected to the area pantries for those is need of these products.

 ·         We ask that you continue to pray for this ministry.  With God directing us…the fruits of our labor will praise Him and help this community.

 ·         Check out the Deacon’s Bulletin Board for other ongoing programs and announcements.

 ·         Next Deacon’s Meeting is Tuesday, May 17 at 7:00 p.m.
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Presbyterian Women of Hope Church
 The Presbyterian Women will sponsor a "rummage sale" on Saturday, May 21st from 9:00am to 2pm.  As you do your spring and summer cleaning or have "left over" garage sale items please bring them to the church for the sale. There will be someone at the church on Saturday, April 30 and Saturday, May 7 from 9:00 am until noon to accept donations.  NO CLOTHING PLEASE!

Hope Presbyterian Women will meet at the church on Tuesday, May 3rd at 1:00 pm.  All women of Hope are welcome!  Please come join us for good fellowship, Bible Study and delicious refreshments!
More Announcements

Pastor Gray will be out of the office on Monday, May 2nd and Tuesday, May 3rd to attend a Synod New Pastors Group Meeting in Rochester, Indiana.  Gray and Anne will also be traveling to Richmond, Virginia to attend his sister's graduation from VCU and will be gone from Thursday, May 19th thru Thursday, May 26th.          
The Session has received estimates for repairing the roof.  As soon as weather permits, work will begin on the new roof.  Some of the cost will be covered by insurance.   If you would like to help with costs not covered by insurance, you may make a donation to the church’s Building Fund.            

May Calendar

Tues., May 3       1:00      Presbyterian Women

Thurs., May 5                   National Day of Prayer

Sun., May 8
               Mother’s Day

Mon., May 16     6:00     Session Meeting

Tues., May 17     7:00     Deacons Meeting

Thurs., May 19  12:30     Merry Widows

Sat., May 21
              Rummage Sale

Thurs., May 26  10:00    Women’s CT Meeting

Mon., May 30                Memorial Day

May Birthdays
 6
Don Landis

13
Rachel Landis

17
Phyllis McGinnis

17
Dick McKnight

19
Everett Guffey

20
Jean Guffey

23
Julie Engel

23
Margie Maxwell

28
Sandy Muse
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