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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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                              Learning How to Die 

    During the season of Lent, we look forward to death. This is a strange thing to say when we are approaching the refreshing revival of Spring where trees sprout green and flowers bloom bright.  Yet during this time of new life in nature, we are asked to embrace death.  Death is one of the hardest things any of us can ever consider. We like to deny its existence, pretend it isn’t there. We ignore it because we know that Death signals the end of what we have now.  It marks a change physically, spiritually and emotionally.  Yet despite our fears, the season of Lent asks us to walk with Jesus to his death.  By accepting this journey, we are asked to experience death everyday: Burying the old nasty habits into the ground, putting an end to hurtful attitudes and behaviors, throwing away sinful influences.  By stopping those things that take us away from God, we experience death, dying to our old way of life where it was acceptable to hurt and hate.  If I forgive that person who I have harbored resentment against for so long, the anger, frustration, and bitterness must die or else forgiveness never comes. So during Lent, we are asked to experience death with Christ, dying to our sins so that we can have new life in Christ.  Everyday we are asked to surrender the old ways of behaving, the familiar acts of sinning, and the accepted influences of sin.  By letting go of these things, we die to sin and are raised to new life.  Through death, we live. New life cannot come without death, for resurrection to happen there must be a death. 


To help us understand this death/life concept, let us think about how hard it is to break habits. I want to be clear that I don’t consider smoking to be a sin; it’s just bad for your health.  If you have ever talked to someone who has quit smoking, they will talk to you about the kind of death they experienced. Side effects for nicotine withdrawal can be quite intense. You have a hard time sleeping, pains in your chest, coughs, headaches and mood swings.  It feels like you are dying.  Yet if you are able to endure without giving in, after about 10 days your body will start to feel better and the symptoms will begin to be less noticeable.  In order to be smoke free, you have to die to old habits.  Old habits die hard, so new life is difficult to reach.


We have seen our own society go through a death to sin. Think about the Civil War where this country experienced a physical death through hundreds of thousands of its own soldiers in order to put an end to the sinful institution of slavery.  Look at the Civil Rights movement where the old way of segregation had to die so that equal rights for all Americans could be born.  Our country has experienced many deaths to sin throughout its history (Women’s rights, Economic Depressions); out of those deaths have come resurrection to new life. If we die with Christ, we can be resurrected to a new humanity. 


So what needs to die in your life so that you can embrace resurrection?  What sins hold you back? What are the negative influences that drag you down towards sin? What attitudes keep you locked into bitterness, anger, and frustration? Imagine your life without these things and start taking the steps to ending them.  Allow them to die so that you can live. It will be one of the most challenging things you can ever do in your life. But by turning over the tables of sin and hate, you will experience a more balanced and faith-filled life. You are not walking this pathway towards death alone. Christ is with you, holding you up when you fall and gracefully welcoming you into the resurrection. So let us begin our Lenten journey by embracing death.    

                                                                                                     In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray                                                        
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Presbyterian Women of Hope Church 
There will be a Presbyterian Women Meeting here at Hope on March 1st at 1:00 pm. Jo Wier and Bea Shaffer will be the hostesses for this meeting. Shirley Jones will lead the Bible Study “Crying Out in Fear.”  All women are welcome. 
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The United Presbyterian Women would like to start an evening Circle for those women who cannot come to the daytime meeting due to working or for some other reason.  If you are interested in meeting once a month in the evening please see Shirley Jones.  The Coordinating Team will work with you in any way we can to get the Circle up and going.
Shepherds Meeting 
There will be a Shepherds Meeting on Wednesday, March 16th 2011 at 6:00 PM at the church. We will be having a light supper before the meeting so be sure to attend. Would you please contact all of your families prior to the meeting se we can share joys and concerns. If you are unable to attend please advise me so we an make plans accordingly. Conna Hawkins 831-1488

More Announcements

Hope will be having an Ash Wednesday Service on Wednesday March 9th at 6:00pm. This service will mark the beginning of the season of Lent.  During the service we will receive ashes on our forehead in the sign of a cross. The ashes of death remind us that unless we are willing to die to our old selves, we cannot be raised to new life in Christ. Please attend this special service. 

We are continuing to collect items for the Pantry including toilet paper, dish soap, paper towels and body soap. The Pantry Committee is working hard to make this new mission of the church a success.    
The 50th Anniversary Service will be happening on March 13th 2011 at 10:30am.  There will be several former pastors and former congregation members attending this service.  Please join us for the celebration and the pitch-in lunch following. Thank you to everyone who has contributed to making this possible. 

We are beginning a new Lenten Bible Study on Tuesday March 22nd at 6:00pm. We will be examining the difficult challenges of discipleship and forgiveness as we struggle to live in faith. 
WHAT EXACTLY IS LENT?  Lent is a season of soul-searching and repentance. It is a season for reflection and taking stock. Lent originated in the very earliest days of the Church as a preparatory time for Easter, when the faithful rededicated themselves and when converts were instructed in the faith and prepared for baptism. By observing the forty days of Lent, the individual Christian imitates Jesus’ withdrawal into the wilderness for forty days.  Because Sunday is the day of the Resurrection, we skip over Sundays when we calculate the length of Lent. Therefore, in the Western Church, Lent always begins on Ash Wednesday, the seventh Wednesday before Easter.
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2nd     Della Darringer
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27th    Nancy Glass
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