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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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It’s The End of the World as We Know It 

      “WE SURVIVIED!”  Someone yelled at my sister’s graduation party. “WE MADE IT THROUGH THE END OF THE WORLD!”  Several folks cheered and high-fived each other in celebration.  It was six o’clock in the evening of May 21st 2011.  

     This was the date on which Harold Camping, the owner of Family Radio, claimed the world was going to end. Mr. Camping, through his complicated method of biblical interpretation, decided this date was Judgment Day and launched an international campaign to get his message out.   Billboards, exclaiming “Save the Date 5-21-11 Are you Ready?”, were put up all over this county and some even in foreign countries including Iraq, Russia, Dubai, and Lebanon.  Over 100 million dollars was spent on billboards alone. Vans drove across the United States declaring the message of upcoming Judgment Day through loud speakers and in large printed lettering on the side of the vehicles.  Followers of Camping were quitting their jobs, selling all their possessions, and giving all their money Family Radio so they could get the word out. 

     When I first heard of this prediction, I was initially curious like many of us probably were. I wanted to know how he came up with that date and what proof he had from the Bible. Even before I went to his website, I didn’t believe his claims.  My theological training had taught me that such predictions claiming to know God’s actions were foolhardy. Didn’t Jesus even say in Mark 13:32 that “no one knows that day or hour”?  What made this man think that he was so special that he could know when the end of the world was coming?  I resented his arrogance and brashness. 

Yet while I was lampooning this man for making such outrageous claims about God, I was guilty of the same sin.  I selectively edit and combine and spin bible passages to back up my personal beliefs.  MY interpretations of scripture are the correct ones. Anyone who disagrees with MY understanding of the bible is clearly mistaken and must be persuaded into agreeing with ME.  I easily write off those of the opposite side calling them “misguided and hopeless.”  I realize I am guilty of the arrogance and brashness that I accused Mr. Camping of.  I was as sure of my own understanding of the Bible as he was.  My righteous anger at Mr. Camping revealed my own sins.  

     In the midst of rejecting Mr. Camping’s claims, all the “Judgment Day” talk got me thinking about my life. If this was the end of the world, how has my life been a living witness to the God I serve?  In what ways can I live a life that is full of the grace and love that God gives me?  Several things came to my mind. I would forgive more often and stay in relationship with those who have wronged me. I would waste less time complaining and being bitter.  I would only do things that were life-giving instead of life-draining. I would be less cynical and more loving.  It is essential that we take time to reflect on our lives. What parts of our lives more love and grace?  Where have we strayed from the path of love that Christ taught us? Where has bitterness taken over and hopelessness overwhelmed? God is right now offering us the newness of forgiveness and reconciliation.  We have no clue when the world will end but we know right now we have the opportunity to accept the gift God is offering.  

Mr. Camping has already made another prediction for Judgment Day: October 21st, 2011.  We could  spend the months before this day worrying and donating all of money to buy more billboards.  Instead let us spend our time, energy and money in living and proclaiming the grace of God.  Help the poor, visit the prisoner, feed the hungry, console the sick, forgive the unforgivable, and love the unlovable. This is the love that God gives us. The world, at some point, will end but God’s love for us never will.  That is worth celebrating.                                                                                                        In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray
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 Deacons’ Corner 

  Dates to remember in June:

· Deacons’ Mission Giving Collection Sunday
            Sunday, June 5 ( 1st Sunday of each Month)

· Pentecost Offering Collection


            Pentecost Sunday, June 12
· Deacons’ Meeting




Tuesday, June 14, 7:00pm

· Hope Pantry Community Collection Day
            Saturday, June 25, 9:00am – noon (continues
   the last Saturday of  each throughout year)                                                                   
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Presbyterian Women of Hope Church
The Presbyterian Women will meet on June 7th at 12:00 noon for a salad luncheon with the Coordinating Team as hostesses.  Business meeting and installation of new officers will follow the luncheon.  The end of our study will be given by Jo Wier.  We will not meet again until September.  All women of the church are welcome to join us for feast, fellowship and study.
The Presbyterian Women wish to express sincere appreciation to members of Hope for donated items for the Rummage Sale.  Also, thanks to all that worked many hours setting up, pricing, cashiering and packing up items that were not sold.  These items were donated to the Salvation Army.  Thanks again.
More Announcements
· Pentecost will be celebrated Sunday, June 12.  It is the Sunday that we rejoice in the gift of the Holy Spirit and the strength it gives to us each and every day. 
· Sunday, June 12 we will honor the graduation of Sarah Landis from Plainfield High School and Rachel Landis from Marian University.  Sarah will be attending Marian University in the fall to study nursing.  Rachel will be student teaching in Brownsburg this fall to complete her degree.

· Chuck Maxwell is in rehab at Rosegate Healthcare, 7510 Rosegate Dr,. Indianapolis, IN 46237. Margie Maxwell is at Meadowlake Rehab , 200 Meadowlake Dr. , Mooresville, IN 46158.   They would enjoy  visits and cards from the Hope family.  Continue to pray for them.
· Big Tent is coming to Indy from June 30 to July 2.  Whitewater Valley Presbytery has the honor of hosting this major Presbyterian event with nine national Presbyterian conferences and 1700+ participants.  There are many volunteer opportunities.  Around 175 people are needed over the 4 days.  Big Tent offers an opportunity to meet, worship and learn with Presbyterians from across the nation.  If you volunteer for 4 hours, you can attend a free workshop that day.  Even if you don’t volunteer, join the fun as plenary session, worship services and exhibits are free for all.  Volunteer sign-up can be done at the Presbytery website (whitewatervalley.org) or talk with Pastor Gray.
· Regions throughout the US continue to be buffeted by a series of storms, tornadoes, floods and wildfires that have caused loss of life and severe damage to homes and property.  Most visibly devastating have been the tornado outbreaks in Alabama, Mississippi and Joplin, Missouri.  These tornados caused more than 430 deaths.  Large portions of the country face a continued threat of unprecedented flooding.  As the storm and flood season continues, pray for those who have lost loved ones and homes, those still at risk, and responders working to save lives and address needs.  The PC(USA) through Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is helping families as they recover, rebuild and restore their lives.  
· We are continuing to collect items for the Pantry including shampoo, toilet paper, dish soap, paper towels and body soap. The Pantry Committee is working hard to make this new mission of the church a success.  There are some exciting developments with this mission. Stay tuned!   

                   


June Birthdays



 8       Larry Reyman       



10     Willis Parker




20     Harwood Prince
21     Anne Marshall
      27     Aud Wilkerson

      29     Ginny Daugherty
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