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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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No One is Qualified but We All Called

Jesus didn’t ask for a resume. He walked by these fishermen who were casting their nets into the Sea of Galilee and said “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.”  They were completely unqualified to be disciples. They had no prior training or special education courses on how to be a disciple and it showed.  Maybe Jesus should have checked some references.  But he didn’t. 


Jesus knew that these fishermen were unqualified to be disciples.  These were not religiously-trained rabbis or highly-educated politicians; they were fishermen who physically labored everyday for their living. They were not wealthy or powerful. Yet Jesus chose these fishermen over all the educated elite in Galilee. Why would Jesus call these people?  By not choosing the highly educated or wealthy, Jesus was saying that those things do not make you more worthy or more qualified to be a disciple.  Being a disciple is not about how qualified you are.


When I went to work for the Election Board in 2008, I knew next to nothing about the absentee voting.  And yet I was hired. I thought it would be a simple process of mailing out ballots and counting them when they return.  My assumptions were incorrect. It turned out there was much more to the process than what I imagined.  Answering phones, being an expert at the law code, learning how to supervise all became important and necessary skills very quickly.  Nothing could have prepared me for what I was going to experience. It was truly on-the-job training. 


The disciples had no clue what they were in store for by leaving everything and following Christ.  How could you be ready for the miracles, the rejection by the Pharisees, the multitudes of people swarming, the transfiguration where Moses and Elijah appear, the arrest and crucifixion of Jesus?  Do you think the disciples in their wildest dreams thought they would experience all these events when they dropped their nets?  


So the disciples made some big mistakes along the way. They were greedy, arguing about who is the greatest disciple.  They were easily frustrated with all the people calling out to Jesus. They even showed that they were not trustworthy or faithful to Jesus, leaving him during his arrest and crucifixion.  Yet through these huge missteps and blunders, they continued to follow Jesus and they became the founders and forefathers of Christianity. Christianity was started on the backs of poor fishermen and tax collectors and outcast women. None of whom were qualified. Yet through God’s grace, they became qualified. Our former PC(USA) moderator, Joan Grey, states “God does not call the qualified but qualifies the called.”        


Nothing can prepare us for being disciples. No amount of qualifications or money or prep work will make you ready for what God has in store for you.  Even though we are not even close to being qualified to be disciples because of our sin and brokenness, God still calls us anyways.  

It is easy as a member of Hope Presbyterian Church to say I am not qualified to be on Session or be a deacon or serve on a committee. It is easy to feel like you are not skilled or talented enough, thinking “the usual people who know what they are doing will do it.”  I challenge you today to throw out that inferiority complex. Look at the disciples. They were unqualified just as we all are. This is God’s work and it is God who makes it possible. So step up and let God work.     

                                                                                    In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray 
Deacons Activities for 2010

Church Coalition Spring food drive will continue through May 30th.  Collection barrels will be available in our Narthex for any type of non-perishable food.  The food will donated to St. Marks.
On Friday, June 4th from 7:00PM to 9:00PM the Blood Mobile unit will be in our parking lot staffed with technicians to take your blood.  If you wish to give at a certain time there is a sign-up sheet on the table in Fellowship Hall.  If you are able to give blood please prayerfully consider doing this.  By your giving a life may be saved!!
On Sunday, June 13th, a special collection will be collected for Habitat for Humanity.  Please be generous in giving to this mission.  
 

On Wednesday, August 4th, from 9:00AM to 5:00PM there will be a Lifeline Medical Screening here at Hope Church. Please watch the newsletter for more details!!
[image: image3.png]



                                            Presbyterian Women 

Presbyterian Women will meet on Tuesday, June 1st, for their pitch-in salad luncheon.  We will eat lunch at noon with our meeting and Bible study following at 1:00PM.  All women of the church at invited to attend. Our next meeting will be in September. - Shirley Jones
 
More Announcements

Pastor Gray will be traveling to Greece, Rome, and Turkey on June 13th. Pastor Gray will be leaving immediately after the service on Sunday June 13th and will return June 24th. Gray will be taking plenty of pictures and plans on having a presentation at church when he returns.  Shirley Jones will be preaching that Sunday and Aire Male will be providing special music.  

Pastor Gray will be purchasing a special stole for Sunday worship with the special gift that he received from the congregation in March. Gray wants to thank everyone who made that gift possible and hopes to have the stole by the end of the summer.  
Remember Picture Time is right around the corner. The fine folks of Olin Mills will be taking pictures for our new Pictorial Directory on June 8th and June 9th from 2pm-9pm. Sign up if you haven’t already.   
The “How to Spell Presbyterian” Class will be starting the last week in June. This class is for those who are interested in learning more about what it means to be Presbyterian. New and old Presbyterians are all welcomed to participate. Come and learn why we call ourselves Presbyterian. 

Pastor Gray will be beginning a sermon series on “Worship FAQs”.  We will answer why we say holy catholic church in Apostles’ Creed and why we do we a prayer of confession and more. The series will begin on Sunday June 6th. 
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New Address 
Margie and Chuck Maxwell 

1207 Bluff Rd 

Plainfield, IN 46168

New Phone Number 

Nancy Glass 

317-742-7354

June Birthdays

3       Jeanne Ogden

10     Willis Parker

20     Harwood Prince

27     Aud Wilkerson

29     Ginny Daugherty
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