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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19





The Mosaic Pot 

Art like anything else is hard work, it is not easy to perfect. It takes time, patience and inspiration. Creating art can be painful, cathartic, and life changing. I always think of God’s act of creation when I think of creating art. In the Book of Jeremiah we are given an image of divine art: the pot. I think the pot can be an under-appreciated art form.  The pot like any piece of art takes time to form and effort to create a finished product. In Jeremiah’s day most pottery was created by a potter’s wheel which was moved by hand or by a foot pedal. The potter would take a lump of clay dampened by water and mold the clay as the wheel turned. After the pot has been molded out of clay, they were hardened by fire. If you look at a pot, I mean really look at it, you can see its beauty. 
In Jeremiah’s time, they probably used pots to store water or food. But its beauty lies beyond its usefulness. The skill of molding a pot on a potter’s wheel is one that requires training. When I look at a pot, I think of all the time that went into designing, molding, and burning this lump of clay into a new creation. Part the pot’s beauty are these small lines that are left in the finished pot like fingerprints of the potter, the pot’s creator. Throughout the Bible, God is seen as a potter, in Genesis God molds humans from the dust of the earth and even Paul says in Romans, “But who indeed are you a human being to argue with God? Will what is molded say to the one who molds it “Why have you made me like this?” I like this image of God molding us each unique. I imagine God designing shaping and molding with gentleness and love. We are God’s creation, made from hard work and love. We formed by God’s very hand into who we are. 
But like the Israelites before us, we are broken. Cracked in pieces, sin has brought us into this state. Our lives are filled with lies, corruption, hatred, and bigotry. We participate in the hurting of others and often times we could careless.  I think of my own brokenness, speaking without thinking, being rude to those I love. For all the good things I have going for me I have just as many bad traits lurking in the background. 
As Jeremiah was watching the potter mold the clay, the clay becomes marred, the creation faltered and lost its shape. It become disfigured, distorted. But instead of giving up, the potter returned the clay to its original form and started again to form the pot. Our brokenness is a reality, we cannot escape our sin, the lies, the hypocrisy, the jealously. The covenant has been cracked. But God does not leave us there. 
Through Christ, we have been given a chance to be more than just broken pieces, through Christ we have become a new creation.  God takes these pieces and places them together to form a mosaic. Wholeness is found again in Christ, God became a broken human being on earth so that we may be restored from our brokenness.  God came down so that we could be lifted up. In this new wholeness we are able to strive to follow the commands of Christ.  Sin is not eliminated, our brokenness will always be a part of who we are, but in Christ we are able to see beyond our sin.  It no longer completely defines who we are.  My mother, who actually is talented at arts and crafts, began a few years ago designing and making mosaics.  She takes broken pieces of plates or bowls of all different kinds of colors and glues them down into a design.  The pieces now take on a new look, a new life. Out of brokenness comes a fresh creation.  I think this is a wonderful way of looking at the church. We all come to the church broken creatures, cracked human beings. When we come together as a community, the pieces come together to form a beautiful mosaic as the body of Christ. The broken pieces no longer seem damaged but as an integral part of the mosaic.  Together we are able to hold each other accountable in living out Christ’s calling on our lives.  Together we are stronger, together we are part of a new creation in Christ. 
In Christ’s Peace and Love, Pastor Gray 
Deacon’s Corner
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God loves a cheerful giver!  The Deacon’s would like to thank you for your generous giving to the Pentecost Offering held June 12.  We collected over $500 which 60% goes to Presbytery and  40% or $200 will be used here locally to help youth at risk in our own communities.  The Deacon’s matched this percentage and helped the following organizations:

Shop with a Cop - $200 A uniformed Officer pairs up with a school aged child and buys needed school supplies with him or her at the end of the summer

Nana’s Pajamas, Inc. - $100 “Nanas” sew pajamas for children in need and distribute thru local food pantries 

Happy Hollow Children’s Camp - $100 A worthy organization in which Peggy McDonald’s late son Charlie was passionate and worked hard to make each child’s camping experience a fun, safe time and spiritual journey.  Peggy continues his vision by volunteering her time at the camp.  Our funds will enable a child to go to camp who otherwise could not afford to participate.
 God bless you for sharing your God-given bounty with others.
Summer dates to note:

July
19th-Deacons’ meeting, 7:00 p.m.

30th – Hope Pantry Community Collection Day at Hope 9:00 a.m. – noon

31st – Habitat for Humanity Service Opportunity to be announced!

August

16th – Deacons’ Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

27th – Hope Pantry Community Collection Day at Hope 9:00 a.m. – noon

The entire month of August we will be collecting new underwear items for needy school children.  Details will be announced as well as posted on the collection barrel in Narthex.  

More Announcements
· Our Hope Church family extends its deepest condolences to Margie and family in the passing of Chuck Maxwell.  Chuck passed away on Tuesday, June 21st.  Chuck was a charter member of Hope.  The Memorial Service is planned for Saturday, July 16th at 1:00 pm.  Friends may call at the church from 10:00 am until the time of the service.
· Pastor Gray will be on vacation through Saturday, July 9th.  Sunday, July 3rd, Rev. Greg Manship will be here to preach.  We have enjoyed Rev. Manship as our guest speaker previously.  Plan to be here as part of your July 4th weekend celebrations.
· We are continuing to collect items for the Pantry including shampoo, toilet paper, body soap, dish soap and paper towels. The Pantry Committee is working hard to make this new mission of the church a success.  Plan on joining “Hygiene Man” (aka: Pastor Gray) the last Saturday of each Month to publicize the pantry and accept donations.  

July Birthdays
                                       2       Emily Hall
  9       Isabelle Whiteside

16 Debbie Flowers

21 Jane Hayden

26
Marcia Reyman
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