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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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Learning to Pray, Sing, Help, and Forgive with James 
Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them. The prayer of faith will save the sick and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. -  James 5:13-16

When should we pray?

I challenge you today to pray as this passage from the Letter of James asks us to do. Pray when you are hurting from back aches, allergies, and arthritis. Pray whenever your heart weighs heavy with your sins or with the loss of our most dear, a sister, brother, mother, and friend. Pray to feel better, pray to get away from it all but most of all pray to hear the overwhelming whisper of divine comfort.  God hears when we don’t speak but have so much to say.  Open your soul to pray.

When should we sing? 

I challenge you today to remember your favorite hymn and sing it out loud. Hear the melody being played out so perfectly and sweetly in your mind. Let your mouth embrace that tune and sing out. Create for yourself a cheerful moment, a moment of indescribable joy and thankfulness. We sing to praise God for the simple grace of Jesus Christ in our lives. We sing to lift up a name higher than all names. Sing the song like you are a child again. Never hold back your song when you are given the chance to sing to the Lord. 

When do we ask for help?    

Sickness is not just physical sickness but also spiritual sickness.  Spiritual disease takes it out of us. We let our passions and desires become too powerful and too valued and too important. They sit in the place of God. We sing out to those things which take God’s place. Our faces are deliberately turned away from God. We have entered the desert of wandering.  Yet God delivers hope from our midst, a community of believers that have traveled with you for so long, faithful companions who saw you through the snares and traps, and who have stuck by one through thick and thin. It is your spiritual family. I challenge you today to ask someone at church to pray for you to overcome your spiritual sickness whatever it may be. 

When do you forgive? 

I challenge you today to forgive yourself. Let go of that which has been eating away at you for so long. Hand it over to God so that you can receive true and honest forgiveness.  The only way that we can really forgive another person is if we are first able to receive forgiveness ourselves. God is offering it to you, just ask. Then remember that forgiveness so that others may receive it from you. Forgiveness is a two way street. 

I challenge you today to pray, sing, and forgive as the disciple James has called us, where you are living not as simply an individual but as a part of something greater, the Church, your spiritual family.  Find your moment today to pray for the sick, to sing out with joy to your Creator, and to ask for forgiveness. God has made us amazing creatures, it is only right in gratitude, love and respect to give back to God for God’s gracious works. In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray                                                        
Hope Church’s Deacons Activities
The Indiana Blood Center told us that for a first time blood drive that it went well.  We had seven persons come and five of them were able to donate.  They said that was enough to help fifteen people.  Thanks to all who came to donate!
 

Please do not forget Game Night on Saturday, July 17th at 6:30PM. 
 

Our next sponsored event will be "Life Line Screening" on Wednesday, August 4th from 9:00AM to 4:00PM.  There will information in the weekly bulletins beginning June 27th through August 1st.  Please read the information carefully to see if you need any of the tests included in the "Life Line Screening" program.  This is an opportunity to possibly save your life. 
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The Presbyterian Women met in June for their luncheon, meeting and Bible study.  We were thrilled to have Katie Boehm with us that day!  Pastor Gray also joined us for lunch.
 

Our next meeting will be on September 7, 2010 and will begin with a luncheon at noon.  We invite all women of the church to join us at that time!!
 

More Announcements

Our Choir Director Rebekah Lawson will be leaving our church to take an internship at the end of this month. We are so pleased that she is continuing her journey toward ordination in the PC(USA). Please take some time this month to thank Rebekah for her hard work and sharing her gifts and talents with us.  You will be missed, Rebekah.  
Hope Church will be hosting a Young Adult Gathering on July 18th at 5:30pm @ church. This is a chance for the High School and College-aged folks to gather together at the church and share a meal and fellowship together.  If you are within this age group, we kindly request your presence here.  
Big “Thank You” to everyone that participated in the Directory photos. The photos went off without a hitch and we should be seeing the directory in about two months. Extra special thanks to Brenda, Marcia, and Glenda for manning the appointment desk and keeping us on-time.   
 Special Message for Foster Jensen – I get too emotional to thank all of you who sent cards, took me to dinner and brought food to me. I asked Gray to do this since I can’t do it but I didn’t want to wait too long to do this. The church is our family along with Jean and my personal family. Sincerely, Foster 

 “How to Spell Presbyterian” Class
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This is an opportunity for those that are interested in learning more about what it means to be a Presbyterian disciple. It will be a 5-week class to gain a sense of what it means to be a Presbyterian Christian.  I welcome you to join us in this conversation. If you are interested, please talk to Pastor Gray.   
P-R-E-S-B-Y-T-E-R-I-A-N      
July Birthdays
2nd     Emily Hall

9th     Isabelle Whiteside
16th    Debbie Flowers 
21st    Jane Hayden 
23rd    Linda Martin 

25th    Tyson Lawson
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