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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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                               Getting Your Joy Back 

What ever happened to joy? Joy, our long-lost friend, seems neglected these days.  This time of year I find myself surrounded on all sides by things that take away joy: terrible news flashes, bitter weather, the “after Christmas funk”, and quickly broken New Years resolutions.  These joy-takers want to turn you into a Scrooge for rest of the year. This is absolutely no way to begin the grand year of 2011.  Joy must be invited back to the party.  But it requires some effort, some planning, and a little bit of creative fun. 


Have you ever sat down for a moment and thought about the things that bring joy to your life and committed them to paper?  Think about for a second.  What are the things that put a smile on your face? What are those things that make you feel happy and content? Perhaps there are flashes of memory going through your mind right now. That shared perfect laughter at a party where you were surrounded by your caring friends.  That dinner with a friend where the conversation seemed to take on a life of its own.  The warmth and glow of a family celebration where the joy could be heard in the multitude of voices. Hearing your voice bellow out a soothing familiar hymn at church with your brothers and sisters in Christ.  Pure joy seems to spring out of the sheer nothingness and grab hold of your soul for that singularly second.  You don’t know how it arrived but you can live off the slow fade for hours and days on end. This joy is the stuff that has spawned millions of love songs, bright paintings, and well crafted sculptures.  It is a rare and fleeting emotion but one that is essential to our lives.  


So where do we start finding joy? We cannot manufacture joy no matter what the fast food and electronics companies tell you.  But we can create an atmosphere for joy to overwhelm us more often.  This means building your life on a hopeful and life-giving foundation. Certain things in our life may bring be temporary sources of joy but we want to invest ourselves in that constantly flowing source of joy, one that renews itself.  So we must shy away from the gimmicks and shiny wrapping paper of consumerism. Those products they push, the wall-sized TVs, the pretty car, the cute shirt all promise that you will feel the rush of joy when you are using it.  And it does deliver on those promises at first but eventually like all plastic-wrapped goods its shiny-ness fades and its promised joy disappears. True joy cannot come from something that can be eaten by moths or destroyed by rust. 


No, we must begin seeking joy through the divine; Looking for that divine spark outside of our own beautiful and damaged bodies.  Look for God in the seemingly endless universe filled to the brim with stars and planets. Look for God in brilliantly crafted tiny snowflake and in the ingenuity of the insect kingdom. Look for God in the faces of your friends, neighbors and enemies. We begin to experience true joy when we understand our Creator first. John Calvin tells us that “our happiness” lies in the realization that “[God’s] providence alone is sufficient to supply all our necessities.”  In observing God’s greatness, we start to build the fountain of joy in our hearts.  Seek those things which bring you closer to God. Seek love with justice, happiness with humility, and peace with reconciliation.  In grasping for the divine Lord, you will find a joy that is overflowing and renewing each and every day. 


Take some time this month to consider that which brings you joy. See how those moments reflect the love and devotion that God’s grace gives to us. Seek out that divine spark in the world and see that true joy comes only from our most glorious Lord.   In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray                                                        
Hope Church’s Deacons Activities
The Deacon sponsored "Angel Tree" was a huge success due to the generosity of the Hope Church family.  The children of five families will have a good Christmas because of each of you.

The following letter was received from Mrs. Diana White, the Home and School Advisor at Central Elementary School:  "I want to express my appreciation to you for sharing from your resources with some families in our community this year at Christmas time.  It is a great encouragement to me that in a time when many are feeling financial stresses, that there are people in our town who want to help and bless those with needs.  I know that you are very aware that more joy comes from giving than receiving!  I hope you have a Merry Christmas."

The Board of Deacons wish ALL the Hope Church family a very HAPPY and HEALTHY 2011!!
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Announcements                                            
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There will be a Congregational Meeting on January 30th right after worship.  The Session will be presenting the annual report and terms of call for Pastor Gray. Please make the effort to be at this meeting to participate in the life of this church. 

On January 2nd we will be celebrating Epiphany of the Lord Sunday. This is the day that we celebrate the revelation that Jesus Christ is the Son of God incarnate.  We will hear of the wise men and their journey to see the tiny baby Christ.
There will be a Session Meeting on Monday, January 24th at 6:00pm.    

50th Anniversary of Hope Church
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We are continuing to plan for the special 50th Anniversary of Hope Church. The committee is working hard to make this a wonderful event. There will a Sunday Worship with special guests and a pitch-in lunch following the service. If you want to help, please contact Pastor Gray. 
January Birthdays

7th    Brenda Blue  
17th  Carolyn Eschenauer 
17th  Conna Hawkins  
18th  Linda Parker  

18th  Betty Lydick 
20th  Chris Shelton  
21st   Mary Lou Wilkerson 

22nd  Bill Frank  
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