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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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                                            Background Checks

When was the last time you applied for a job? Were you asked for a background check?  It is becoming more common these days that background checks are requested by employers before someone can be hired for a job.  Background checks can make or break your way into getting hired or receiving a bank loan.  And most certainly when you look hard enough into anyone’s life, you will find hypocrisies, vices, addictions and sins, and things that no one would be proud of. We all have them and they are all a part of our background. But does this brokenness define completely who we are? Does God do background checks?

One of spiritual Jewish fathers, Abram, makes his first real appearance in the bible in Genesis chapter 12. We know absolutely nothing about this guy and what he has been doing for the last 75 years. He is a mystery, a man with no past really to speak of as far as the biblical writer is concerned. We don’t know if he is the local crazy shepherd or the most respected man in the community. Yet here is Abram the 75 year old mystery man and he manages in the beginning of chapter 12 to receive a message from God. Not just any message, God wants to establish a covenant with him, giving him a land, protection, and a family that will be a great nation one day.  This is all for a man with no background, no great reports of faithful service. How could a guy like this all of a sudden be called by God to be the father of Judaism? Does background matter to God? 

Maybe Matthew’s gospel can clear this up for us. “As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at the tax booth; and he said to him, "Follow me."  And he got up and followed him.” Tax collectors worked either for government or for the wealthiest land owners in the area and were famous for raising the tax to line their pockets with money. The Jews called them traitors and thieves.  So all we know about Matthew is that he is a thief and a scoundrel who made their living by ripping people off by charging more tax than was needed. Yet for some reason, despite all that Jesus knows about this guy, he calls him to be his disciple. This man, Matthew, is a guy that we know is a sinner and still Jesus calls him.

So does God do background checks? We have one story of a shepherd who has no history as far as God is concerned who is called to be a great patriarch of the nation of Israel and then we have this reviled tax collector who has a history of being a sorry individual and yet Jesus calls him to be a disciple. Doesn’t God have a discerning eye for these undeserving folks who he has called to lead his church? The answer is yes, God does but it is not the same as our eyes. God doesn’t seem to care about background or past events when he is calling someone to serve. God doesn’t care if you are 75 years old or a lousy tax collector, he still calls you.  He doesn’t care if you have been a hypocrite or a liar or an alcoholic or a bitter person, God is stilling calling you to follow. No matter how much you messed up or how far gone you might be, it doesn’t matter to God.  No matter what you have said or done or thought, it doesn’t matter to God. God has, is, and will continue to call you back to his ways and commandments. This is why Abram was able to become Abraham, the father of Judaism, and why Matthew was able to go from tax collector to one of the first Christian church leaders.      In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray                                                        
Hope Church’s Deacons Activities
The Deacon sponsored "Life Line Screening" is getting closer.  August 4th is the date from 9:00AM to 4:00PM.  It is open to all persons but if you are planning to take advantage of this important medical screeing please call and make an appointment.
Game night will be on the fourth Saturday, August 28th at 6:30PM.   This change is for August only.
  

Once again the Deacons are sponsoring "Rally Day" on September 12th.  There will be a pitch-in luncheon followed by an ice cream social.  If you have an ice cream maker that you would loan to the Deacons it will be greatly appreciated.
 

On October 17th the Police and Fire Men and Women will be invited to our worship service as we celebrate their important service to our communities.  There will be a reception following the service.
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Come join us our first meeting of the fall, which will be a pitch-in lunch on Tuesday Sept. 7th at 12 noon at the church. Bible study and a business meeting will follow lunch. We will be studying from a book entitled “If You Want To Walk on Water, You Have to Get Out of the Boat.” All women are welcome. 

Reminder: Bring your “Mommie Store” gift for new born babies to be donated to the Mommie Store at Hendricks Regional Health Hospital. 

We will be hosting the Presbyterian Women of Whitewater Valley Fall Gathering on Saturday October 9th. More information will follow in the September newsletter.  

More Announcements

We will be honoring Rebekah’s ministry with us over the last year on Sunday, August 1st. This is an opportunity for you to express your thanks for the gifts that she has shared with us.

Pastor Gray’s wife, Anne, will be installed at her new church, Fairlawn Presbyterian in Columbus, Indiana on Saturday August 14th at 2:00pm. Pastor Gray will be preaching and everyone is invited to attend.
Coming in September, you will have the opportunity to change perspectives. Come join Pastor Gray, Cindy and the Worship Leader by singing hymns in the choir loft. We need 8 people each week. Sign up sheets will be passed around before worship.

“How to Spell Presbyterian” Class
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This special class has began and will continue on Tuesday evenings at 7:00pm and then again on Sunday mornings at 9:15am. You are still welcome to attend this class and learn what it means to be Presbyterian. 
P-R-E-S-B-Y-T-E-R-I-A-N      

August Birthdays
3       Jeanne Ogden

10     Willis Parker

20     Harwood Prince

27     Aud Wilkerson

29     Ginny Daugherty
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