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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19
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The Journey Together 

One late night, two of my best friends, me, and a foreign exchange student from France named Vinny loaded into an old Nissan and started for New York City.  We drove all through the night so we would make it by morning.  By entering that car, we were now officially bound together, sharing the same destination and fate if only for this brief window of time during the trip.  What one of us went through the rest of us endured as well.  The journey led us through Times Square, subways, an expensive restaurant, Madison Square Garden, and a closet-sized hotel room.  We were excited, exhausted, overwhelmed, cramped and overjoyed.  We had a tremendous amount of fun and spent a tremendous amount of money but it was a memorable first trip to the Big Apple. This trip and others I have taken like it define what it means for me to go on a “journey”: the sense of being bound to another person or people, sharing in all the same experiences, facing whatever comes down the road ahead together.  

During Lent, I have been telling all of you during my sermons that Lent is a journey to the cross with Christ.  If we apply the above definition of journey to this 40 day Lenten season, we will get a sense of what we are called to do.  We, as Jesus’ disciples, are asked to bind ourselves to Christ, sharing with him the joys and challenges of living the gospel, and daring to stand with him on this difficult road.  See Lent as the time that you merge paths with Jesus. No longer do you walk alone, seeking happiness and fulfillment on your own.  Now you are asked to merge your path with Christ’s, the path that leads to the cross where you are asked to die to sin.

One way to begin to merge our paths with cross-bound Christ is to put on the Word of God like you were putting on your clothes in the morning.  Surround yourself with scripture. Make the stories of God your stories. Bind yourselves to the Old Testament and New Testament.  This doesn’t mean you just read scripture and understand it but rather that you absorb it and it becomes a part of who you are.  We are asked to make Christ’s story to the cross our story. So clothe yourself in the Word of God and you will begin to see the ways in which God diverting your path towards the cross.   

Do you remember what Ruth said to her mother-in-law Naomi after Naomi’s two sons had died and Orpah had left them? She said “Do not press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God my God. Where you die, I will die— there will I be buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me, and more as well, if even death parts me from you!’  Just as Ruth bound herself to Naomi, we too are called to bind ourselves to Christ. Go where Christ is going, lodge where Christ lodging, dying where Christ is dying.  Christ’s path travels to the broken places of our world.  It leads us to poverty and homelessness, anger and bitterness, addiction and abuse, fear and frustration, death and life.  Christ goes to these places bringing healing with him.  We are called to go with him, finding the hidden places of brokenness all around us.  

One of the amazing graces of Christ is that he has blessed with travel mates: the congregation of Hope Church.  We are bound to both Christ and to each other through Christ.  These are your brothers and sisters on this journey.  Since we share the same destination, we should find ways to carry and support each other to stay on this path to the cross. We all need to love and hold each other accountable as we continue on this journey towards death and resurrection.  

Are you ready to start this journey to the cross by binding your life to Christ’s own life? God is showing you the path as we speak.   

                                                                                                  In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray                                                        
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 Deacons’ Corner 

  Dates to remember in April:

· Deacons’ Mission Giving Collection Sunday
            Sunday, April 3 ( 1st Sunday of each Month)

· One Great Hour of Sharing Collection

            Palm Sunday, April 17

· Deacons’ Meeting




Tuesday, April 19, 7:00pm

· First Hope Pantry Community Collection Day
            Saturday, April 30 9:00am – noon  (will 
                                                                                          continue throughout the year, last Saturday of                   

                                                                                                             each month)
2 Corinthians 9:7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
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Presbyterian Women of Hope Church
Hope United Presbyterian Women will meet at the church on Tuesday, April 5th at 1:PM.  Bible study topic is: "That Sinking Feeling" and will be led by Linda Martin.  ALL WOMEN OF HOPE ARE WELCOME!!  PLEASE COME AND JOIN US FOR GOOD FELLOWSHIP, BIBLE STUDY AND DELICIOUS REFRESHMENTS!!
 
The Presbyterian Women will sponsor a "rummage sale" on May 21st from 9:00AM to 2PM.  As you do your Spring and Summer cleaning or have "left over" garage sale items please bring them to the church for the sale.  NO CLOTHING PLEASE!
We will be cleaning the kitchen on April 12th and April 13th.  Unused items will be put in the rummage sale.  There are dishes, pans, and other items that have not been picked up after pitch-ins, etc.  If these items are not picked up by April 12th they will be put in the rummage sale.  The rummage sale will be held in the triple classroom.  When you bring your items to church please put them at the east end of the triple classroom.  On Saturdays April 23rd, April 30th and May 7th the church will be open from 9:00AM to 12:00PM (noon) to accept articles.
More Announcements

Holy Week is approaching. Hope will have Palm Sunday on April 17th, Maundy Thursday service April 21st @ 7pm with Clayton Pastor David McDonald preaching at Hope.  Good Friday Services will be held on April 22nd @ 7pm at Clayton Presbyterian Church with Pastor Gray preaching.  These are important events in the life of the Christ as we continue our journey to the cross; please make the effort to be there.   
We are continuing to collect items for the Pantry including shampoo, toilet paper, dish soap, paper towels and body soap. The Pantry Committee is working hard to make this new mission of the church a success.  There are some exciting developments with this mission. Stay tuned!   
Pastor Gray will be installed on Saturday April 2nd @ 2pm.  He will be moving from designated pastor to installed pastor.  We are excited about this new pastoral relationship and the future of Hope church. 
Our Lenten Bible Study “Learning Forgiveness” will continue throughout April. Be there every Tuesday at 6:00pm. 
The resurrection of the Lord is coming! 
Easter is April 24th. Invite your neighbors and friends to the joyful service. 

April Birthdays
4th     Anne Williamson 
18th   Steve Ekeren  
20th   Foster Jensen 
30th   Ken Thompson 
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