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Hope Herald

“We have this hope, as a sure and steadfast anchor of our soul.” Hebrews 6.19





Living the (new) Life

We will be celebrating the Easter season the entire month of April. Easter is about new life.  Often times, we say the words “new life” and they seem have no impact on our lives.  “New life” is something that is out there somewhere, never to be found or seen until we die.


In John 4:10 when Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at the well, he tells her “If you only knew the gift God has for you and who I am, you would ask me and I would give you living water.”(NLT)  Jesus is offering us living water now. There is no time that Jesus is not extending his invitation to a new life.  It’s an open invitation.  


But what good is an invitation if we don’t know what we accepting? What is a new life? First off, it is only something that God can offer.  We like to think there are so many things that can change our lives for the better, like money or material things or even relationships with others. These things may change our lives but none of them offer the “new life” that God does. 


New life is exactly that. It is a reversal from all that we are comfortable with. It is a reversal from all the sins we casually commit by excusing ourselves. It is a reversal of all the things that we value. New life first means giving your life to God. Humble yourself before God. Realize that you are a broken person.  Put away your unending desire to control.  Allow God to lead you and take you where you need to be.  


New life means reevaluating what we put our trust in.  What do you put your trust in? The government, money, people, material stuff, yourself? Our trust in God should outweigh all of these.  God is going to get you through this and provide you what you need; something those other things cannot promise. 


New life means reevaluating what you value. What do you value in this life? Do these things prevent you from serving God?  Do they get in the way of helping your neighbors? We can get so caught up in protecting what we own that it keeps us from what we should be doing: serving others. Sometimes I wonder if the famous saying is true about the things I value: I don’t own the stuff, the stuff owns me.  As my seminary president said, “Rearrange those price tags!”


New life means stopping the cycle of sin in your life. Be intentional about not doing the things that hurt you and hurt other people.  These things we do that we excuse because we think we know better or because the other person deserves it.  Gossip and lies told for entertainment, letting your anger drive your actions, having an apathetic (uncaring) attitude towards our communities and our world; all these things take us further into the despair of sin. Take the time to think about your actions and be willing to ask for forgiveness when you wrong someone.         


New life is offered now and through the grace of God and work of the Holy Spirit, we can begin to repair the brokenness of our lives and restore within us a new spirit of service and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.  New life means trying to whole-heartily give your entire mind, body and soul to serving the God you love by helping others
                                                                                    In Christ’s Love, Pastor Gray 
                                                        Deacons Activities for 2010  

On Easter Sunday, the Deacons are sponsoring an Easter breakfast at 9:00AM.  There will be a free-will offering.  Please plan on attending this breakfast for good food and fellowship before the worship service.

 

On Saturday, April 17th, game night returns again at 6:30PM.  Please get your games out and come and have some fun with others in your church family.  If you have friends you would like to bring please do so.

On Sunday, September 12th, we will have a church rally as we did last year.  It will consist of a pitch-in lunch and ice cream social.

In June the Deacons are sponsoring a blood drive.  It will be in the evening, however, the Indiana Blood Center does not have an exact date as of yet.  Please watch the newsletter for more information.

  

The Deacons are in the process of setting up a Sunday in October to honor policemen/women and firemen/women in our worship service.  Please watch the newsletter for further information.

 

In the Fall, we once again will sponsor a flu shot clinic.  See the newsletter for further information.

 

The "Helping Hands Ministry" has been renamed "The Caring Ministry."  If you need a ride to the doctor, grocery store, pharmacy, or perhaps need someone to talk to or visit you please call one of the Deacons.  The Deacons for 2010 are:  Shirley Jones, Betty Lydick, Linda Parker, Nancy Glass, Conna Hawkins, Martha Rust and Glenda Thompson.

More Announcements

No Choir Practice on April 15th 
There will be no choir practice on April 15th as Rebekah will be out of town for a Presbytery meeting and her official move to Candidacy in the PC(USA) ordination process. 

Pastor on Vacation on April 18th 

Pastor Gray will be gone on Sunday April 18th through the 21st. He will be traveling to Memphis for a meeting of “Company of New Pastors.”  Rev. Alan Thames will be guest preaching that Sunday. 
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                             Guest Preacher on 18th  
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Alan Thames is the Executive Presbyter of our presbytery, Whitewater Valley. He served at a Presbyterian Church in Fort Wayne for many years and now works full-time with our presbytery, helping to shape its overall mission and work. Be sure to give Alan a wonderful Hope welcome on the 18th and thank him for his hard work in this presbytery.

Pictorial Directory Help Needed 
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The session has approved the creation of a new Pictorial Directory for our congregation.  Olan Mills will be here on Tuesday, June 8th to take pictures.  Volunteers are needed to help coordinate appointments and put together the directory.  If you would like to help, please talk to Pastor Gray.       
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April Birthdays
14 - Anne Williamson
20 - Foster Jensen
30 - Ken Thompson







