Entering the Shack

Week 1 - “Seeing God”

Kick Start Quote 


“And how should he address him? Should he call him “Father” or “Almighty One” or perhaps “Mr. God” and would it be best if he fell down and worshiped? Not that he was really in the mood. 


As he tried to establish some inner mental balance, the anger that he thought had so recently died inside him began to emerge…energized by his ire, he walked up to the door. Mack decided to bang loudly and see what happened, but just as he raised his fist to do so, the door flew open and he was looking directly into the face of a large, beaming African American woman.” (84) 

Questions to ponder 

What does God look like? 

Is there one way that you could describe God? 

Is it even right to have an image of God in your mind or is too wonderful for that? 

Biblical visions of God

God's image – Genesis 1:27

God as wrestler – Genesis 32:22-32

God as burning bush – Exodus 3:1-15

God as pillars of cloud and fire – Exodus 13:17-22

God as storm, thunder and lightning – 19:9,16

God as devouring fire – Exodus 24:17

God as whirlwind – Job 38:1

God as sitting on a throne of sapphires - Ezekiel 1:26-28

God as seen in creation - Romans 1:19-20

God like a son of man – Revelation 1:14-16

God as spirit – John 4:24 

Iconoclasm – A vote against putting an image to God  

Iconoclasm (also known as icon smashing) was a period in the Byzantine Empire (formerly the Roman Empire) where images of God or Christ were prohibited and it was an order to destroy icons and prohibit their further use in the church. The supporters of this claim used Deuteronomy 4:15-18 as justification for this policy. 

Quotes to Consider

"It was not only each epoch that found its reflection in Jesus; each individual created him in accordance with his [or her] own character” – Albert Schweitzer

“Christ is the visible image of the invisible God . . . For God in all his fullness was pleased to live in Christ” (Colossians 1:15, 19) 

