Entering the Shack

Week 5 - “What is Power?”

Creation has been taken down a very different path than we desired. In your world the value of the individual is constantly weighed against the survival of the system whether political, economic, social or religious – any system actually. First one person and then a few, and finally even many are easily sacrificed for the good and ongoing existence of that system. In one form or another, this lies behind every struggle for power, every prejudice, every war, and every abuse of relationship. (125) 
Who are the most powerful people in this world?

What makes them powerful?

What are the consequences of having power in this world?

What kind of concessions do you have to make as a powerful person?
Does power in this world mean that you are also strong spiritually? 
Luke 18:18-30 – Story of Rich Ruler 
What does it mean to have power in the Kingdom of God? 
Luke 22:24-30 – Who is the greatest? 

How is that different than power in this world?
What does God’s wisdom, God’s power look like in this world? Does it resemble the power we are used to in this world or does it take another form? 

1st Corinthians 1:18-25

Can God appear to be weak but at the same time be powerful? Can we appear weak but be spiritually strong?
2 Corinthians 4:7-12 – Through our weakness Jesus shines 

1 Corinthians 3:19 – 23 – Wisdom of this world is foolishness 

The Shack on page 108 discusses what it means to truly be in relationship with each other, reflecting true spiritual power instead of worldly power.  Matthew 10:40-42 
Marks of a True Christian – Romans 12:9-21, Ephesians 6:1-5
